
1

ocket
Providence Spring Elementary

eviewRR
October 27, 2017

Coming Up

Lee Sugg, PTA President
leersugg@gmail.com

Jen Taylor, Rocket Review Editor
ttaylor8@carolina.rr.com
How to Submit Rocket Review Content

Contacts

ocket
Providence Spring Elementary

eviewRR
In This Issue
Let the Fun Run Fun Begin! 2
Voting Time is Here: Nov. 7! 3
Rocket Eagle Scout Project 4
Yearbook Portrait Make-ups 4
Kids Voting 4
Chess Club 5
CMS Bond Info 8

School-Wide Seminar in October

Providence Spring Elementary
10045 Providence Church Lane | Charlotte, NC 28277

P: (980) 343-6935| F: (980) 343-6939
School: http://schools.cms.k12.nc.us/ProvidenceSpringES

PTA: http://ProvidenceSpringPTA.weebly.com
Principal: Ran Barnes | Assistant Principal: Linda O’Connor

Mon, Oct 30 No School – Teacher Workday

Oct 31 - Nov 9 Boosterthon

Oct 11 - 18 Book Fair Preview

Thu, Nov 2 Spirit Night – Chick-fil-A

Fri, Nov 3 Rocket Art sent home

Mon, Nov 6 Coat drive/Loaves & Fishes
collection begins

Tue, Nov 7 Kids Voting/Election Day

Wed, Nov 8 PTA Meeting, 8:30 AM, Rock-
et Cafe – ALL ARE WELCOME!

Thu, Nov 9 Boosterthon Fun Run Day

Fri, Nov 10 Veteran’s Day – No School

Tue, Nov 14 Yearbook portrait make-ups

Wed, Nov 15 -Rocket Art orders due
-Spirit Night – Nothing But
Noodles

Thu, Nov. 16 Paideia Parent Seminar, 6:30
PM

Tue, Nov 21 Loaves & Fishes collection
ends

Nov 22 - 24 Thanksgiving Break

Next Rocket Review on Fri, Nov 17
Deadline for submissions: Nov. 13 at 5 PM

Earlier this month the whole school en-
gaged in seminar discussion on the po-
em “Wondrous World” by Preshant
Kushawa. The text was selected for
school-wide seminar by PSE staff mem-
bers who attended the Paideia leader-
ship institute in July, and chose it
because of our school’s focus on out-
door learning and the natural world, as
well as the richness of ideas within the
poem.

From kindergartners to fifth grad-
ers, every single PSE Rocket was a
participant in conversations about
wondering, questioning, learning
and science. Thoughts and ideas
that came out of the seminar were
wide-ranging, and included
thoughts about innocence and dis-
covery, as well as scientific inquiry
and imagination.

It was a wonderful
experience, and one
that unifies us as a
school community.

Community Seminar for Parents

Our Paideia focus, which includes seminar in every classroom, is a key element of a
Providence Spring education and has been since the opening of the school. Our dedi-
cation to Paideia teaching strategies distinguishes Providence Spring from other
schools, and it is the foundation of our literacy instruction in all curriculum areas. In
order to help parents learn more about the education their children receive at Provi-
dence Spring, we have scheduled an evening event for parents, during which you will
be introduced to our approach and experience a full Paideia Seminar.

Mark your calendars now for the evening of November 16 at 6:30 PM, and stay
tuned for details about the specifics, including how to RSVP.

mailto:leersugg@gmail.com
mailto:ttaylor8@carolina.rr.com
http://providencespringpta.weebly.com/uploads/8/3/0/8/83087920/rocket_review_submission_guidelines_2017-2018.pdf
http://providencespringpta.weebly.com/uploads/8/3/0/8/83087920/rocket_review_submission_guidelines_2017-2018.pdf
http://providencespringpta.weebly.com/uploads/8/3/0/8/83087920/rocket_review_submission_guidelines_2017-2018.pdf
http://schools.cms.k12.nc.us/ProvidenceSpringES
http://schools.cms.k12.nc.us/ProvidenceSpringES
http://ProvidenceSpringPTA.weebly.com
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Parents! This year’s main fundraiser is the Providence Spring Elementary Fun Run! It’s a 2-week pro-

gram that kicks off with a Pep Rally on Tuesday, October 31st. Families will then gather pledges for
every lap your student runs (30-35 laps), and we’ll celebrate at the Fun Run on Thursday, No-
vember 9th. With our big goal of raising $56,000 for sun shades on all our playgrounds and
around the track, we asked the Fun Run experts at Boosterthon to power our Fun Run and make
it more profitable, easier, and fun.

Students will also experience an amazing character theme, CASTLE QUEST! an English castle theme
all about being brave and living with character. On their quest to regain Bravemore Castle, students will learn the “SIX
VIRTUES of a TRUE HERO” from a cast of colorful characters.

You can help our school by reaching out to sponsors, and then putting their donations on FunRun.com. Also, all fami-
lies are invited to come out and cheer on your student at the Fun Run! Thank you for your support! Let's give our kids
a "COOLER RECESS"!!!

Let the Fun Run Fun Begin!
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District 6 Candidate Profiles
by Molly Reid & Christine Runyan

Once every four years we are given the
opportunity to elect our district Board
of Education member, and that time is
NOW. Six of the nine school board seats
are up for election, and we are eligible
to vote for the person representing our
district. Providence Spring Elementary sits within District
6, and there are two individuals running to represent
our district, Sean Strain and Allen Smith.The incumbent
District 6 board member is not running for this seat
again.

We approached the candidates and asked for responses
to a questionnaire we hope will be helpful as you pre-
pare to vote.  Please take a moment to familiarize your-
self with each of the candidates’ views and opinions,
and vote accordingly- the time for excellent leadership
on the Board of Education has never been more impor-
tant.

The Providence Spring PTA supports voting Yes on
School Bonds. This is a critical need for our ever-growing
school system, and taxes will not be raised.

Early voting has started and continues through Novem-
ber 5. Our two closest early voting locations are South
County Regional Library, 5801 Rea Road, and Matthews
Library, 230 Matthews Station Street. Weekday hours
are 8-5 this week and 8-7 next week. Weekend hours
are 10-1 on Saturday and 1-4 on Sunday, with the last
day of voting being Saturday November 4.  All voters are
eligible to vote at any early voting location. A full list of
times and locations can be found at the Board of Elec-
tions website

Local elections are often detemined by a few votes. One
recent local election was determined by thirteen (13!)
votes. Please put it on your calendar, tie a ribbon to
your finger, or do whatever you need to do to get out
and VOTE!

Question: Please give a short biography of yourself.
SEAN STRAIN: I grew up in a military family and had the
opportunity to experience various cultures as we moved
across the U.S. and Europe. A product of various public
school systems, I attended Virginia Tech and have been in
business and systems consulting since graduating in 1993,
which afforded further opportunities to live and work
abroad. My wife, Shari, and I have four children that have
attended/are attending PSE and we have enjoyed living in
Charlotte, a place we have called home nearly 16 years.
We love to travel and are heavily engaged in our commu-
nity, to include our schools.
More info is available at https://www.seanstrain.com/

ALLEN SMITH: Allen Smith is a progressive dad, technolo-
gist, and former educator. In his professional career, Allen
has previously taught middle school and high school stu-
dents as an instructor for Duke TIP. He worked as an In-
formation Systems Advisor for the Metro Nashville Police
Department Crime Lab. He also worked for the YWCA of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, where he managed IT
systems, supported the largest domestic violence shelter
in the state, and served on the organization’s Technology
Committee. Currently, Allen works for a tech company
called GitHub, where he helps teach people how to build
software together. Allen has volunteered locally, state-
wide, and in other parts of the country to help marginal-
ized individuals by preparing meals, creating
safety/hygiene kits, and offering free workshops on tech-
nology and coding. He also helped create the South Char-
lotte Neighbors group, which was formed to raise
awareness about the plans to construct a private, for-
profit gym on the property of Jay M. Robinson Middle
School. More information about his background is avail-
able at: https://www.linkedin.com/in/loranallensmith/

Question: Why are you running for school board?
SEAN STRAIN: Having enjoyed the opportunity to serve
on our School Leadership Team (policy board) at Crest-
dale Middle School for my third year, and having been in-
creasingly involved in district policy discussions on
Student Achievement and Student Assignment, I wanted
to make sure that we had a voice on the Board that
shared and would strongly represent our community per-
spectives and values. In February of this year I spoke to
Shari and we decided that with my (Continued on page 6)

Voting Time is Here: Nov. 7!

https://www.mecknc.gov/BOE/Documents/early%20voting%20calendar%20for%207GNCMECK.pdf
https://www.mecknc.gov/BOE/Documents/early%20voting%20calendar%20for%207GNCMECK.pdf
https://www.mecknc.gov/BOE/Documents/early%20voting%20calendar%20for%207GNCMECK.pdf
https://www.seanstrain.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/loranallensmith/
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My name is Patrick Donnelly and I’m a PSE graduate and Boy Scout from Troop
164. A couple of weeks ago I completed my Eagle Scout Project at PSE.

The project was focused on enhancing the area at the outdoor track for future
school activities and events. My project consisted of building a pergola, walkway
and installing drainage pipe to help disburse rain water away from the pergola. I
was able to complete this project with the guidance and support of many indi-
viduals from Troop 164.

In total, 19 scouts and 10 leaders completed 172 hours of work over two week-
ends to complete the project. This was a large project with many challenges. One
of the benefits of choosing an ambitious project is the lessons you learn from it.
The big life lessons I’ve learned during the course of this project are (1) planning
and clear communication is vital (2) always plan that something will take longer
than your first guess (3) keep up the momentum to stay ahead of deadlines.

In conclusion, this Eagle Project
has helped prepare me for life
and given me the opportunity to
give back to my elementary
school.

Once a Rocket, Always a Rocket
Patrick Donnelly
BSA Eagle Scout Candidate,
Troop 164

Rocket Eagle Scout Project

Yearbook Portrait
Make-ups

Classic-Photo is coming
back on Tuesday, Nov. 14,
for those who missed their
Fall/Yearbook portrait
date. Please mark your
calendars!

Contact your Yearbook Co-
Chairs with any questions:
Larissa Peach,
larissapeach@yahoo.com
or Lessa Helfing,
lessa.tam@att.net

Kids Voting

Election Day 2017 is almost hear, and once again Providence Spring students
will have the chance to participate in the Kids Voting mock elections
sponsored by Generation Nation. Generation Nation is an organization that
uses programs tied to Common Core and other educational goals to connect
the classroom with hands-on civics and leadership experiences to build civic
literacy and develop young people as productive citizens and effective
leaders.

Volunteers will be needed for short shifts on Election Day – Tuesday, Nov. 7 –
to assist students as they cast their ballots via computers in the computer lab.
Please be on the lookout for an email with SignUpGenius information if you’d
like to help out.

Questions? Email Julia Heinzerling, juliaheinzerling@gmail.com

mailto:larissapeach@yahoo.com
mailto:lessa.tam@att.net
http://www.generationnation.org/
mailto: juliaheinzerling@gmail.com
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Che

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

What do you need to know about the PSE Chess Club?
Participants of the PSE Chess Club receive group instruction, attend lectures from chess experts,
play games, and attend tournaments. Our team is affiliated with Charlotte-Mecklenburg Scholas-
tic Chess Association (CMSCA). Students who participate must have a genuine interest in improv-
ing their game, and conduct themselves in a way that demonstrates both their continued
curiousity about chess and their respect for their fellow teammates, the staff and our parent vol-
unteers. Our goal is to have fun learning together!
When will we meet?
Regular practice will run Thursdays, November 9 through May 3, 3-4pm. Pickup is by carpool at
4pm sharp.

Who can participate?
Students in 1st to 5th Grade are welcome to apply.  Priority will be given to 1st thru 4th graders. Tryouts are required as
space is limited. Beginner, intermediate and advanced players are welcome. We will do our best to match students with
similar abilities for maximum learning, challenge and fun! The club will attend two Saturday team tournaments (February
10 at West Charlotte High and April 28 at Olympic High, 8:30am-2pm.)  Members must be available to play in at least one
tournament. Cost is $60 per person for the year, which includes team fees, instruction and a team t-shirt. Scholarships are
available. Children whose parents agree to volunteer will be prioritized in the selection process.
How do I sign-up?
All students who are interested need to complete and return this form to his/her teacher or the main office by
Tuesday, October 31 and MUST ATTEND TRYOUTS on Thursday, November 2 in the Media Center after school from 3-
4pm.  Last year’s returning members who have not already notified the chess club of their intent to play this school year
should contact PSE Chess Club Coordinator, volunteer, Sara Bridges at sarabridges@carolina.rr.com.

_____________________________APPLICATION (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!)______________________________________

Student Name: ___________________________________    Grade ______  Teacher _____________________________

Parent/Guardian Name ________________________________________  Best Phone # __________________________

Parent/Guardian Email(s) ____________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian will volunteer for at least one Sat. tournament or two Thurs. practice sessions (CIRCLE)   Yes          No

I grant permission for the student above to participate and agree to be on time for car pool on Thursdays at 4pm.

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________    Date_____________

Emergency Contact ___________________________________ Emergency Phone # ___________________________

Student Skill Level (please circle)   Never played     Know Basics    Play Occasionally   Play Frequently   USCF Rated_____

Why I Want to Join PSE Chess Club (to be completed by student):
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current involvement and engage-

ment I may be the best person to step forward to run for
the open position in District 6.

My father and father-in-law spent 52 years serving in the
US Army between them. While I never served in this way, I
am drawn to giving back to the community through public
service and have decided the best way to do that at this
time is to represent our district on the School Board.

ALLEN SMITH: I am running for school board because I be-
lieve our community is at an important crossroads where
we will decide what type of school district we want to be
for many years to come. A first-time candidate for public
office, I am campaigning to bring more transparency
to the board, to empower teachers by remov-
ing obstacles that prevent them from doing
the incredible work they are all capable of,
and to increase collaboration throughout
government and the community by amplify-
ing unheard voices that can help us find the
right solutions to the big challenges we con-
tinue to face in our schools and our commu-
nity.

Question: What is your stance on student assignment?
Can voters expect you to vote to prioritize choice and equi-
ty based school plans such as school pairings and con-
trolled choice options, or more traditional neighborhood
school configurations?

SEAN STRAIN: I have been a strong proponent of neigh-
borhood schools as a foundational element of our commu-
nity, and along with a robust menu of options from which
parents can choose for each child, neighborhood schools
have shown to be the best way to educate our children. I
have also worked hard to determine the biggest contribut-
ing factors to strong student, and school, performance to
be able to assess the gaps that need to be addressed in
lower-performing schools, and for our lower-performing
students.

The CMS Mission is to “maximize achievement by every
student in every school.” Despite doing thorough research
as well as asking local and national education advocates
for over 2 years, I have not been able to find any studies

(Continued from page 3) that confirm school pairings and controlled choice options
to be the best method of addressing challenges in these
critical areas impacting our lower-performing students, let
alone showing it to be the best method to execute on the
Mission as stated for all students.

ALLEN SMITH: I have proposed a two-phased approach to
student assignment. I believe in incremental change, but I
also recognize there are systemic challenges that cannot
be addressed with quick fixes.

In the short term, we should keep expanding school op-
tions such as magnets, taking care to ensure these pro-
grams are located in areas that optimize accessibility for

students from as many socioeconomic groups as possi-
ble. This could mean using full and partial magnet

conversions strategically in some areas to provide
additional opportunities, but it also means being
mindful of accessibility with future site selection
for new programs. The short term plan also pro-
poses providing additional resources, support,

and advocacy for students who need it. In many
cases, students face social hurdles that prevent

them from learning about, applying to, and attend-
ing these school options. I believe we can help these stu-
dents by allowing teachers and other support staff to step
in to assist and advocate for a student who might other-
wise be missing out on these opportunities. This allows
the district to provide families with more choice about
where their child goes to school while ensuring that every-
one has a fair chance to benefit from these programs.

Long term, we need to have a strategy that allows our en-
tire school system to be more responsive to external forc-
es of change outside the board’s control. I have proposed
that we give controlled choice the thoughtful consider-
ation it deserves because it has the potential to be an im-
pactful solution to a very complex set of interrelated
challenges that include overcrowding, attracting and re-
taining the best teachers, and the overall opportunity gap
in our community between kids from different socioeco-
nomic backgrounds. It would also help give families more
options and would turn student assignment from a sweep-
ing mandate into a dialogue between the district and each
family.

(Continued on page 7)
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Question: What do you see as the

biggest issues facing District 6 and all of CMS?
SEAN STRAIN: There are a number of issues or themes
that have come up in discussions across the district, includ-
ing but not limited to (and in no particular order):

● Overcrowding
● Practical availability of magnet options
● Stress/anxiety in our student population, particu-

larly at the MS & HS levels
● Transportation, particularly to magnets
● Strong leaders in every school, every classroom
● Differentiated instruction, meeting every child

where they are and challenging each academically

ALLEN SMITH: There are a lot of systemic, operational is-
sues that folks often mention to me, such as overcrowd-
ing, equity, discipline, ensuring achievement for all
students, attracting and retaining the best teachers — just
to name a few. I think many of these issues stem from
more foundational challenges that the board could work
on addressing. One of the big ones I hear about in District
6 is the lack of trust between the community, the board of
county commissioners, and the school board. Part of this
could be due to a lack of transparency around board deci-
sions. Improving collaboration between the school board,
the city and town councils, local organizations, and the
community could help address some of the interrelated
challenges our community faces, such as the link between
affordable housing, attracting teachers, and providing ev-
ery student with an outstanding education. Finally, there
has been a lot of misinformation and fear-based rhetoric
that has driven the narrative around CMS over the past
few years. I believe it’s critical to work on amplifying un-
heard voices in our community. If we want to find impact-
ful, sustainable solutions to the challenges in our
community, we need their input and ideas.

Question: What are your priorities for the district in the
coming year?
SEAN STRAIN: As a District 6 representative, I will have a
responsibility for the education of each child who attends
a school in District 6 or resides in District 6, as well as ev-
ery educator and administrator that is working in our Dis-
trict 6 schools. I intend to continue my community/school
outreach, where I meet with school leaders (CMS and par-
ents) and listen to their perspective as I ask in the context

(Continued from page 6) of educating our children “How can I help?” This will un-
doubtedly continue to develop the list above, all of
which are priorities for my efforts.

I also plan to strengthen the relationships and collabora-
tion with those bodies that fund and/or define policies
for which CMS must comply, notably the NC General As-
sembly (NCGA) and Mecklenburg County Board of Com-
missioners. In addition, I plan to work closely with other
local/state governmental and non-governmental enti-
ties in order to reassess our policies and respective re-
sponsibilities to our citizens – both with respect to the
specific scope of K-12 education and the “other servic-
es” we are currently asking our schools and educators to
provide our young citizens. This discussion of responsi-
bility – between governmental & non-governmental en-
tities, and individuals – appears to be an area that is not
being addressed sufficiently and was raised again by the
well-funded, well-publicized study on Economic Mobility
in Charlotte. It will be critical to leverage strong working
relationships I have with elected officials in the NCGA,
the Board of County Commissioners, the Charlotte May-
or & City Council and Pineville/Matthews/Mint Hill May-
ors & Town Commissions, as well as with a number of
leading non-profits in the county, to move this forward
as the schools are not and cannot be the sole answer to
economic mobility challenges – as some have suggest-
ed.

ALLEN SMITH: My big priorities are the foundational
challenges I mentioned above. I believe working on im-
proving collaboration, building trust, increasing trans-
parency, and amplifying unheard voices will help us all
work better together to address the specific issues that
persist throughout our community.
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Why is Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools asking for a school bond in 2017?
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools will use the bond money to build new schools and provide renovations or addi-
tions to others. Our 10-year capital plan identifies more than $2 billion in capital needs. The $922 million would
get us closer to meeting those needs. Bonds allow governments to borrow money at low interest rates to finance
capital projects. Mecklenburg County would sell bonds to fund new school construction, repairs and renovations
for CMS.

How will the school bonds benefit students?
Seventy-eight percent of our schools are at or over capacity – they are housing more students than they were in-
tended to hold. We also have 20,000 students in 1,100 mobiles. The bonds would pay for 17 new schools and
would relieve overcrowding at 20 other schools. The bonds would help us repair and renovate older schools so
that they can better provide the flexible learning space students need. The bonds would also reduce the number of
students in mobiles at the 29 project sites.

If the school bonds are approved, will my taxes increase?
The Mecklenburg Board of County Commissioners has said no tax increase would be needed for the school bonds.

How many new schools will the bond add?
The 2017 bond would provide capital funding to build 17 new schools, which includes replacing seven of our old-
est schools. Adding these new schools would reduce overcrowding at 20 other schools. The bonds will also pro-
vide renovations or additions at 12 additional schools. Learning in the 21st century requires spaces that
encourage collaboration, the use of technology and the freedom and flexibility to host multiple learning and teach-
ing styles for staff and students.  These bonds would help us provide 21st-century learning spaces and expand op-
portunities for students.

Mecklenburg County just gave CMS $428.7 million. Why do you need more
money from the county?
CMS has two budgets—operating and capital. The $428.7 million was the county’s contribution to the annual op-
erating budget, which pays for the day-to-day expenses of running the district. The capital budget pays for the de-
sign and construction of new schools and the renovation and replacement of existing schools – and the $922
million in bond money would go into the capital budget for the 29 proposed projects.

Do I have time to register to vote before Nov. 7?
Same-day, in-person registration and voting can be done Oct. 19 through Nov. 4. To learn more, visit the Mecklen-
burg County Board of Elections website here.
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Click each sponsor’s logo to learn more.

Learn about becoming a PSE PTA Sponsor

http://clarkpediatricdentistry.com/
http://matthewsanimalclinic.com/
http://mckeedental.com/
http://www.carvel.com
http://www.HullandColeman.com
http://www.johnstreetgraphics.com
http://www.pediatricdentistryofmatthews.com
http://www.laxerlongandsavage.com/
http://www.sangrock.com
http://www.cplanning.com/
http://www.bondorthodontics.com
http://www.scottclarkhonda.com/
http://www.allentate.com/
http://perfectbalancecharlotte.com/
https://www.starrdickensortho.com/
http://www.steady-returns.com/
www.classroomcentral.org
http://providencespringpta.weebly.com/uploads/8/3/0/8/83087920/pse_pta_sponsorship_information.pdf
http://providencespringpta.weebly.com/uploads/8/3/0/8/83087920/pse_pta_sponsorship_information_2017
http://providencespringpta.weebly.com/uploads/8/3/0/8/83087920/pse_pta_sponsorship_information.pdf

